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Finding Private Sector Accommodation
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Finding Private Accommodatioq Overview

A What the options are and where to find them

A Viewings, staying safe and securing the property
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A The contract

A Bills and utilities

A Maintenance/repairs (damp anehould)

A Community- Being a Goo#lleighbour

A Where to find help and advice
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Where, When and How
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When ¢ Our recommended timeline

November2021¢ January2022
A Agents will start advertising properties.
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A Find and agree your housemate group.
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December 1s2021:StudentPadaunches which features 100s
of properties. Start looking for properties that suit your needs.

April ¢ June:Whilethe is a good supply of accommodatjare do
suggest you aim to have your property securedibyil/June2022
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https://www.bathstudentpad.co.uk/Accommodation

Types of accommodation

Shared studenhome

Whatthe majority tend to do. Sharinga housewith your peerscanbe fun, but takessome
organisation.

Purpose BuiltStudentAccommodation
Similarto halls,but privatelymanaged Generallyhigh-end. Longer contracts thamiversity
accommodation therefore expensive.
HelloStudent

StudentCastle

Unite

Fresh

StudentRoost

IQ

€ € E € € €

Homestay/Lodgings
Generallya morehomely environmentliving withlandlord,more affordable andlexible.

o \_ THE A UNIVERSITY OF
m e l‘" SUPPORT BATH




Places accommodation is advertised

A Studentpadaunches01/12/2021and hosts properties from lots of different
agencies and landlords.

A Websites includeRightmove Zoopla SpareRoom OnTheMarket

A Letting Agents websites directly (various in Bath)

P
g studentpad
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https://www.bathstudentpad.co.uk/Accommodation
https://www.rightmove.co.uk/
https://www.zoopla.co.uk/
https://www.spareroom.co.uk/
https://www.onthemarket.com/student/

Where to look

Locations areCombeDown, City Centre, Newbridge Road, Oldfield Park,
Southdown, Odd Down,wertonor Widcombe.

Student Community PartnershiDetails about the differenheighbourhoods
above including amenities and bus routes.
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https://scpbath.org.uk/get-support/living-in-your-neighbourhood/

Who: Choosing Housemates

Budget
Average rent is around £500 to £550 per month (not including bills)

Lifestyle and Compatibility

Finding housemates

Housemate Finder Eventlst December
Studentpad Message Board
Housemate finder Facebook group

Student Houses in Bath are most commonly 4/5 bedroom
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https://www.thesubath.com/ents/event/12102/
https://www.bathstudentpad.co.uk/Messageboard
https://www.facebook.com/groups/376042215916674/

What to Lookfor

wls it a studenproperty?
w The rent, the number of bedroomescation.

T
w s the property furnishedpartly/fully)? : k

w White goods (fridgefreezer,washing
machine)?

wHow long is the contract (12monthk] —

months, ¥z rent ithe summer)?
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Avoiding Scams
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A View the property and meet the landlord
A Know that the person you are dealing with ~

IS genuine
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A Check review sites likdarks Out of

Tenancy

A Avoid anyone who asks for an upfront WESTERN
payment using: “Hlﬁ"\\wu

y
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moving money for better

UNIVERSITY OF

\_| THE ,
ahs 308 L) | . D BATH



https://www.marksoutoftenancy.com/

Viewings
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Viewingsc Coronavirus, keeping yourselves and
the community safe

A Consider live virtual viewings where possible. Agents/landlords shoul
able to help you with this.

A Landlords/agents may limit the number of people allowed in the property
at any one time

A Wear a suitable face covering as appropriate
A+t ASgogAy3Ia aK2dzZ R 6S NN} yYy3ISR o6& |1
viewings should not take place

A When viewing properties in person, you should avoid touching surfaces
wherever possible, wash your hands regularly and/or use hand sanitiser

A Do no attend if you have symptoms
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Viewings I Manage your expectations
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Viewings 1 Preparing and arriving

ABring a phone/camera
ABe on time

ATake a look at the surrounding area and location
ALook at the roof, walls, garden, doors and window
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Viewingsc Inside the property

Als the property warm?
ACondensation, damp or mould
AWhat furniture is included?
ASmoke and CO detectors?
ABedroom sizes?

AAsk lots of questions

Do you like the property?
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Viewingsc2 KI 1 Q4 Y SE(K
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Check with everyone in your group
AGet any promised fixes in writing
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Uni Homes Viewings Guide

Save the Student Viewings Guide
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https://www.unihomes.co.uk/blog/student-house-viewing-guide
https://www.savethestudent.org/accommodation/guide-viewing-student-accommodation.html

A quick break...

For general house hunting tips, see thging
Support Finding Private Accommodation website

Any guestions??
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https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/finding-private-sector-accommodation/

Upfront Costs and Fees

Holding fee/deposit ENo more than 1 weeks rent
Deposit =No more than 5 weeks rent
First Month's Rent

Tenant Fees Act 2019
Restrictions on what fees landlords and agents can charge.

| KSO1 6A0K dza 2NJ AT &2 dzQNXD Tradimd &4 Sy U
standardsare responsible for enforcing the Tenant Fees Act.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tenant-fees-act-2019-guidance
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/trading-standards/consumer-advice

Upfront Costs Deposit

Deposit protection Schemes
A DepositProtection Service

A MyDeposits
A Tenancy Deposit Scheme

Shelter Advice Deposit Protection

Complete your Inventory as soon as you move in!
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https://www.depositprotection.com/
https://www.mydeposits.co.uk/
https://www.tenancydepositscheme.com/
https://england.shelter.org.uk/housing_advice/tenancy_deposits/check_if_your_tenancy_deposit_is_protected

The Contract

Why does your contract matter?
A Legally binding

A Informs you of your obligations
A{ K2ga &2dzNJ [ F YR 2NRQa 20t A3l A2y a

AST (Assure8hortholdTenancy)
When you are renting a property, individually or with a group.

LicenceAgreement

When you are Renting a room, for examples in a lodging with a resident
landlord. Deposit does not require protection!
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The Contract

Joint and Several (most ASTS)

Everyone is equally responsible for the entire rent.

Head/Lead Tenant
First point of contact for Landlord.

Guarantors (UK Based)
Family member or friend who can guarantee your rent.
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Guarantor Scheme

g| yourguarantor

Your Guarantor

¢tKSNBE Aa | OKI NBSKX

3.5% of your rent amount for International Students and 5% for UK
Students

Alternatives

Housing Hand
Rent Guarantor
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https://www.yourguarantor.com/
https://www.housinghand.co.uk/
https://www.rentguarantor.com/

Bills and Utilities

Share the responsibility

A Each tenant takes on either gas, electricity, broadband, water,
insurance, TV license or a combination.

Aal 1S adz2NBE SOSNE2YySQa yIYS Aa AyOf

Useful guides and tools:
Save the Student guide to energy bills

NUSsaveenergy in rented accommodation
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https://www.savethestudent.org/accommodation/guide-to-student-energy-bills.html
http://studentswitchoff.org/save-energy-rented-accommodation/
http://studentswitchoff.org/save-energy-rented-accommodation/
http://studentswitchoff.org/save-energy-rented-accommodation/

Repairs and Maintenance

A Understand your responsibilities
Shelter Advice Repair Responsibilities

A Read the contract

A Report repairs as soon as possible (in writing)
A Give your landlord a reasonable amount of
time to respond

A Chase them if it is taking a long time

A Thelocal authoritycan help if a landlord is refusing to do a repair
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https://england.shelter.org.uk/housing_advice/repairs/landlord_and_tenant_responsibilities_for_repairs
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/report-problem-your-rented-home

Damp andMould
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Damp andMould

A Ventilate the property
A Heat the property regularly (especially during the winter months)
A Avoid drying your clothes in the house

A Wipe down any condensation

A Report any damp amould problems to your landlord

BANES Help with damp and cold homes
NUSc Househunting advice
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https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/housing/improvements-and-repairs/problems-damp-and-cold-homes
http://studentswitchoff.org/save-energy-rented-accommodation/househunting/

Community T Be a Good Neighbour
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Communityc Be a goodheighbour

A Get to know youneighbours
A Be aware of how far noise travels and limit late night noise
A Avoid bringing a car (BA1 or BA2)

A Look after your environment OUR SHARED CITY

Student Community Partnership

Student Community Partnership
BANES rubbish and recycling
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https://scpbath.org.uk/
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling

Safety

A Lock doors and windows when you leave

A Clean regularly (have a Rota if necessary)
A Keep the property well heated

A Regularly check your smoke/heat detectors
A Keep hallways and entrances clear of clutter
A Do not leave cooking unattended and do not cook under influence

A Get household contents insurance

UNIVERSITY OF
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A Be aware of safety when out and about

A Avoid travelling home on your owqiparticularly by the river
A Nightline(term time only)

A University Securitgeven off campus)01225 383999
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https://bath.nightline.ac.uk/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/professional-services/security/

Help and Advice

Student Livingg Private Sector Accommodation Advice
Accommodatiorprivate @bath.ac.uk

01225 38 6503

Book an appointment vielniHub

SU Advice and Support Centre
suadvice@bath.ac.uk

01225 38 6906

The SU Level 3
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mailto:Accommodation-private@bath.ac.uk
https://unihub.bath.ac.uk/students/login?ReturnUrl=%2f
mailto:suadvice@bath.ac.uk

Help and Advice
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0344 848 7919

Shelter
0808 800 4444
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http://www.citizensadvicebanes.org.uk/
http://england.shelter.org.uk/get_advice/private_renting​
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Thank you for your time!
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