
UoBGuide to Housing 2021
Finding Private Sector Accommodation



Finding Private Accommodation ςOverview 

ÅWhat the options are and where to find them

ÅViewings, staying safe and securing the property

ÅIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǘΩƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ - Fees and the deposit

ÅThe contract

ÅBills and utilities

ÅMaintenance/repairs (damp and mould)

ÅCommunity - Being a Good Neighbour

ÅWhere to find help and advice



Where, When and How



WhenςOur recommended timeline

November 2021ςJanuary 2022:
Å Agents will start advertising properties.
Å wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŀŦŦƻǊŘΦ

Å Find and agree your housemate group. 

December 1st2021: StudentPadlaunches which features 100s 
of properties. Start looking for properties that suit your needs.

April ςJune: While the is a good supply of accommodation, we do 
suggest you aim to have your property secured by April/June2022.

https://www.bathstudentpad.co.uk/Accommodation


Types of accommodation

Shared studenthome

What the majority tend to do.Sharingahousewith your peerscanbe fun,but takessome 
organisation.

Purpose Built StudentAccommodation

Similar to halls, but privately managed. Generally high-end. Longer contracts than university 
accommodation - therefore  expensive.

ω HelloStudent

ω StudentCastle

ω Unite

ω Fresh

ω StudentRoost

ω IQ

Homestay/Lodgings

Generally a more homely environment, living with landlord, more affordable andflexible.



Places accommodation is advertised

Å Studentpadlaunches 01/12/2021and hosts properties from lots of different
agencies and landlords.

ÅWebsites include: Rightmove, Zoopla, SpareRoom, OnTheMarket

Å Letting Agents websites directly (various in Bath)

https://www.bathstudentpad.co.uk/Accommodation
https://www.rightmove.co.uk/
https://www.zoopla.co.uk/
https://www.spareroom.co.uk/
https://www.onthemarket.com/student/


Where to look

Locations are: CombeDown, City Centre, Newbridge Road, Oldfield Park, 
Southdown, Odd Down, Twertonor Widcombe.

Student Community Partnership - Details about the different neighbourhoods
above including amenities and bus routes.  

https://scpbath.org.uk/get-support/living-in-your-neighbourhood/


Who: Choosing Housemates

Budget

Average rent is around £500 to £550 per month (not including bills)

Lifestyle and Compatibility

Finding housemates

Housemate Finder Eventς1st December

Studentpad Message Board

Housemate finder Facebook group

Student Houses in Bath are most commonly 4/5 bedroom

https://www.thesubath.com/ents/event/12102/
https://www.bathstudentpad.co.uk/Messageboard
https://www.facebook.com/groups/376042215916674/


What to Lookfor

ωIs it a studentproperty?

ωThe rent, the number of bedrooms,location.

ωIs the property furnished(partly/fully)?

ωWhite goods (fridge, freezer, washing
machine)?

ωHow long is the contract (12months, 11 
months, ½ rent inthe  summer)?



Avoiding Scams

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŦŜŜǎΧ

ÅView the property and meet the landlord

ÅKnow that the person you are dealing with 
is genuine

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘκǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ

Å/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
anything

ÅCheck review sites like Marks Out of 
Tenancy

ÅAvoid anyone who asks for an upfront 
payment using:

https://www.marksoutoftenancy.com/


Viewings



Viewings ςCoronavirus, keeping yourselves and 
the community safe

ÅConsider live virtual viewings where possible. Agents/landlords should be 
able to help you with this.

ÅLandlords/agents may limit the number of people allowed in the property 
at any one time

ÅWear a suitable face covering as appropriate

Å±ƛŜǿƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ ΨƻǇŜƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΩ 
viewings should not take place

ÅWhen viewing properties in person, you should avoid touching surfaces 
wherever possible, wash your hands regularly and/or use hand sanitiser

ÅDo no attend if you have symptoms



Viewings ïManage your expectations



Viewings ïPreparing and arriving

ÅBring a phone/camera

ÅBe on time

ÅTake a look at the surrounding area and location

ÅLook at the roof, walls, garden, doors and window



Viewings ςInside the property

ÅIs the property warm? 

ÅCondensation, damp or mould

ÅWhat furniture is included?

ÅSmoke and CO detectors?

ÅBedroom sizes? 

ÅAsk lots of questions

Do you like the property?



Viewings ς²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ

5ƻƴΩǘ ǊǳǎƘΗ .ǳǘ Řƻ ōŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ

Check with everyone in your group

ÅGet any promised fixes in writing

Å̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΗ

Uni Homes Viewings Guide

Save the Student Viewings Guide

https://www.unihomes.co.uk/blog/student-house-viewing-guide
https://www.savethestudent.org/accommodation/guide-viewing-student-accommodation.html


A quick break...

For general house hunting tips, see the Living 
Support Finding Private Accommodation website

Any questions??

https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/finding-private-sector-accommodation/


Upfront Costs and Fees

Holding fee/deposit = No more than 1 weeks rent

Deposit = No more than 5 weeks rent

First Month's Rent

Tenant Fees Act 2019

Restrictions on what fees landlords and agents can charge.

/ƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ƻŦΦ Trading 
standardsare responsible for enforcing the Tenant Fees Act.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tenant-fees-act-2019-guidance
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/trading-standards/consumer-advice


Upfront Costs - Deposit

Deposit protection Schemes

ÅDepositProtection Service

ÅMyDeposits

ÅTenancy Deposit Scheme

Shelter Advice ςDeposit Protection

Complete your Inventory as soon as you move in!

https://www.depositprotection.com/
https://www.mydeposits.co.uk/
https://www.tenancydepositscheme.com/
https://england.shelter.org.uk/housing_advice/tenancy_deposits/check_if_your_tenancy_deposit_is_protected


The Contract

Why does your contract matter?

ÅLegally binding

ÅInforms you of your obligations

Å{Ƙƻǿǎ ȅƻǳǊ [ŀƴŘƭƻǊŘΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ

AST (Assured ShortholdTenancy)

When you are renting a property, individually or with a group.

LicenceAgreement

When you are Renting a room, for examples in a lodging with a resident 
landlord. Deposit does not require protection!



The Contract

Joint and Several (most ASTs)

Everyone is equally responsible for the entire rent.

Head/Lead Tenant

First point of contact for Landlord.

Guarantors (UK Based)

Family member or friend who can guarantee your rent.



Guarantor Scheme

Your Guarantor

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΧ

3.5% of your rent amount for International Students and 5% for UK 
Students

Alternatives

Housing Hand

Rent Guarantor

https://www.yourguarantor.com/
https://www.housinghand.co.uk/
https://www.rentguarantor.com/


Bills and Utilities

Share the responsibility

ÅEach tenant takes on either gas, electricity, broadband, water, 
insurance, TV license or a combination.

ÅaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƛƭƭ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ

Useful guides and tools:

Save the Student guide to energy bills

NUS saveenergy in rented accommodation

https://www.savethestudent.org/accommodation/guide-to-student-energy-bills.html
http://studentswitchoff.org/save-energy-rented-accommodation/
http://studentswitchoff.org/save-energy-rented-accommodation/
http://studentswitchoff.org/save-energy-rented-accommodation/


Repairs and Maintenance

ÅUnderstand your responsibilities

Shelter Advice ςRepair Responsibilities

ÅRead the contract

ÅReport repairs as soon as possible (in writing)

ÅGive your landlord a reasonable amount of

time to respond

ÅChase them if it is taking a long time

ÅThe local authoritycan help if a landlord is refusing to do a repair

https://england.shelter.org.uk/housing_advice/repairs/landlord_and_tenant_responsibilities_for_repairs
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/report-problem-your-rented-home


Damp and Mould



Damp and Mould

ÅVentilate the property

ÅHeat the property regularly (especially during the winter months)

ÅAvoid drying your clothes in the house

ÅWipe down any condensation

ÅReport any damp or mouldproblems to your landlord

BANES ςHelp with damp and cold homes

NUS ςHousehunting advice

https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/housing/improvements-and-repairs/problems-damp-and-cold-homes
http://studentswitchoff.org/save-energy-rented-accommodation/househunting/


Community ïBe a Good Neighbour



Community ςBe a good neighbour

ÅGet to know your neighbours

ÅBe aware of how far noise travels and limit late night noise

ÅAvoid bringing a car (BA1 or BA2)

ÅLook after your environment

Student Community Partnership

BANES rubbish and recycling

https://scpbath.org.uk/
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling


Safety

ÅLock doors and windows when you leave

ÅClean regularly (have a Rota if necessary)

ÅKeep the property well heated

ÅRegularly check your smoke/heat detectors

ÅKeep hallways and entrances clear of clutter

ÅDo not leave cooking unattended and do not cook under influence 

ÅGet household contents insurance

ÅBe aware of safety when out and about

ÅAvoid travelling home on your own ςparticularly by the river

ÅNightline(term time only)

ÅUniversity Security(even off campus) - 01225 383999

https://bath.nightline.ac.uk/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/professional-services/security/


Help and Advice

Student Living ςPrivate Sector Accommodation Advice

Accommodation-private@bath.ac.uk

01225 38 6503

Book an appointment via UniHub

SU Advice and Support Centre

suadvice@bath.ac.uk

01225 38 6906

The SU Level 3

mailto:Accommodation-private@bath.ac.uk
https://unihub.bath.ac.uk/students/login?ReturnUrl=%2f
mailto:suadvice@bath.ac.uk


Help and Advice

/ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ !ŘǾƛŎŜ

0344 848 7919

Shelter

0808 800 4444

http://www.citizensadvicebanes.org.uk/
http://england.shelter.org.uk/get_advice/private_renting




Thank you for your time!


