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Section 1: Risk Assessment Guidance

The assessor can assign values for the hazard severity (a) and likelihood of occurrence (b) (taking into account the frequency and duration of exposure) on a scale of 1 to 5, then multiply them together to give the rating band: 
	Hazard Severity  (a)
	Likelihood of Occurrence (b)

	
	

	1 – Trivial 
(eg discomfort, slight bruising, self-help recovery)
2 – Minor 
(eg small cut, abrasion, basic first aid need)
3 – Moderate 
(eg strain, sprain, incapacitation > 3 days)
4 – Serious 
(eg fracture, hospitalisation >24 hrs, incapacitation >4 weeks)
5 – Fatal
(single or multiple)
	1 – Remote 
(almost never)
2 – Unlikely 
(occurs rarely)
3 – Possible 
(could occur, but uncommon)
4 – Likely  
(recurrent but not frequent)
5 – Very likely 
(occurs frequently)



The risk rating (high, medium or low) indicates the level of 
response required to be taken when designing the action plan.
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Section 2.01: Pool Sessions

	Risk Assessment Record

	Risk Assessment of: STV Pool Sessions

	Assessor(s):
Alex Fisher, Nuala Pennycook
	Date:   
29/09/2020


	Overview of activity / location / equipment / conditions being assessed: 
Activity: This generally includes 2off 1hr general skill sessions and 1off 2hr polo session. Participant skill levels range from complete beginner to advanced paddler. Number of paddlers ranges from 6-18 on the water at any one time. Activities are always supervised by a minimum of one responsible, competent paddler. Lifeguards are present but will only assist a person who is no longer in a kayak.

Location: Sessions run at the STV swimming pool.
Equipment used is as follows: Polo buoyancy aids; spray decks; polo helmets; polo balls; polo goals; polo kayaks.
Conditions: Controlled indoors environment.
	

	Generic or specific assessment?
Specific assessment
	Context of assessment 
Update to British Canoeing Corona Guidance 24/09/2020


	#
	Hazard(s) identified
	Persons affected
	Existing controls & measures
	A
	B
	A x B
	Additional controls required

	1
	Drowning
	All persons on water; bystanders
	· Lifeguards present to assist any person not in a kayak

· Session leader has skills and experience to assist any person trapped in a capsized kayak (Coaching Sec is responsible for ensuring a competent person is present as leader for every session)

· Swim test is used to assess swimming competence. 100m + 5min treading water. Persons failing a swim test may still participate in a taster, but only when wearing a buoyancy aid and under close supervision.
· Before using a sprayskirt, paddler competence should be assessed to ensure they know how to exit the kayak safely.
	5
	1
	5
	

	2
	Collision of person and boat/paddle

	Anyone Paddling
	· Boat control is taught from beginning
· Exercises are tailored to the abilities of the group

· Pool sessions limited to 18 boats

· Helmets to be worn during high contact-risk activities e.g. Polo tackle drills; polo games
· Boats fitted with foam padding on either end. Repair/replacement of padding to be organised by Kit Sec when required
	4
	2
	8
	

	3
	Slipping on poolside

	Anyone in Swimming pool
	· Abide by pool rules
· Running on poolside is prohibited

· Good manual handling practise when moving equipment on poolside
	4
	3
	12
	Inform all new participants of the risks of the poolside at the beginning of the session. To include: No running
No horseplay

Care to be taken when moving equipment

	4
	Head injury

	Anyone on Water
	· Training should be clear of pool sides unless specifically required for the drill. When required, participants should be made aware of the risks of collision with the poolside.
· When it cannot be ensured that persons will remain clear of the poolside (e.g. polo matches), helmets should be worn.

· Participants to be instructed in the safe entry/exit of the kayak at the poolside. Participants should be encouraged to ask for help if they are struggling to enter/exit safely.
	3
	2
	6
	

	5
	Collision of Ball and person

	Anyone on Water
	· Balls should only be thrown to persons aware of the game/ exercise
	2
	3
	6
	

	6
	Lifting Kayaks

	Anyone paddling
	· Participants informed of the safe method of transporting kayaks. If necessary, two persons should be used to move a heavy load.
	3
	2
	6
	

	7
	Airborne transmission of COVID-19 virus by office occupants
	Any person in the area where the cleaning is taking place.
	· Maximum occupancy level defined by Estates’ ventilation assessment

· If 2m separation not practical, 

· Students must apply face coverings during the cleaning process.
	4
	2
	8
	.

	8
	Surface transmission of COVID-19 virus


	Any person using the equipment and cleaning it.
	· Individuals to wash hands at nearest washroom before and after a session or use personal hand sanitiser.

· Student groups must only use the cleaning product supplied by the University to clean the equipment.

· Cleaning items must be used in accordance with directions given on the product.

· Student groups to check and monitor National Governing Body (NGB) cleaning processes and apply.

· British Canoeing does not specify a cleaning schedule, instead it stipulates “If (players) share equipment, they must practise strict hand hygiene before and after use” https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/uploads/documents/British-Canoeing-Return-to-Team-Activities-%E2%80%93-Canoe-Polo.pdf
· Equipment must be cleaned after every session.

· Groups to follow additional cleaning procedures as stated by venues they are using. 
	4
	2
	8
	· SU to provide student groups with cleaning products.

· SU to stock an adequate amount of cleaning items for replenishment.

· Student groups informed of how cleaning product can be replenished. 

SU to provide an NOP template allowing groups to insert specific details related to their equipment and how to clean it.


	
	Assessor signature:
Alexander Fisher
	Print name:
Alexander Fisher
	Review date:
29/09/2021


Trivial








Minor








Moderate








Serious








Fatal





Rating Bands  (a x b)�
�
LOW RISK


(1 – 8)�
MEDIUM RISK


(9  - 12)�
HIGH RISK


(15 - 25)�
�
�
�
�
�



Continue, but review periodically to ensure controls remain effective�



Continue, but implement additional reasonably practicable controls where possible and monitor regularly �
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Identify new controls. Activity must not proceed until risks are reduced to a low or medium level�
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