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INTRODUCTION 

In January, 18 MPs in a select committee voted to abolish maintenance grants for the 

poorest students. This was eventually pushed to a wider debate, in which Bath MP Ben 

Howlett voted against maintenance grants, in spite of having received one himself. A 

national campaign is taking place against this decision. 

REASON FOR CHANGE 

Considering  
1. Maintenance grants are aimed at ensuring the poorest 500,000 students in the UK

do not leave with disproportionately higher levels of debt than those who do not
need to borrow as much money

2. When tuition fees were raised in 2010 amid much controversy, it was on the

principle that maintenance grants would be kept in place to ensure access to

education

3. This represents part of a wider push for the marketization of Higher Education,

following trends seen in the Higher Education Green Paper which plans to further

increase and deregulate tuition fees

Bath Students’ Union recognises that 
1. As this move was not mentioned in the Conservative Party Manifesto, and it goes

against their promise in 2010, it can be assumed Conservative voters did give them a
mandate to do this

2. Ben Howlett, as recipient of a maintenance grant, is a hypocrite for pulling the ladder
up behind him

3. Ben Howlett represents 25,000 students in a city of 88,000 people and therefore has
a responsibility to be accountable to students

4. The government attempted to push this through in an undemocratic way

THE PROPOSAL 

Bath Students’ Union will 

1. Continue to inform students of the decision taken and the process in which it was

made

2. Join national campaigns against cuts to maintenance grants and against the wider

agenda of marketization in HE
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3. Support (via social media promotion and through principled support) the student-led 

demo in Bath on 20th February opposing cuts to maintenance grants and Ben 

Howlett’s vote 


