
Issue surrounding lack of occupational health checks provision for Doctoral Students: 

  

1)      Some students in Chem Eng (and beyond the department) work with new 

materials in their research, the health effects of which might be unknown. 

Question has been asked-how do students get a health check to ascertain that 

their health isn’t being affected by research in a hazardous environment? 

2)      Risk Assessment and COSHH forms refer to discrete elements/experiments 

that are part of doctoral research and there is a lack of overview of the risks of 

prolonged exposure across the term of a thesis project. 

3)      In Chem Eng the Health and Safety contact in their department is also the 

Technical Supervisor who has a very broad remit. Suggestion that the 

department should have a single dedicated staff member whose remit is 

Health and Safety-that staff member does need technical knowledge of the 

research environment but doesn’t need to be the Technical Supervisor. The 

designated departmental staff member could go through the Risk Assessment 

paperwork with each student so they become familiar with all of the students’ 

research and related risks. Students could have the chance to discuss each 

experiment they carry out with this specialist. 

4)      Uncertainty surrounding possible health risks identified as a possible source 

of anxiety/mental health issues. Eleanor Parker (previous Student 

Engagement Manager) clarified with Sam Farr (previous Academic 

Representative) that there are two areas to consider here-First, does the 

wording of current risk assessment paperwork account for pre-existing 

physical and/or mental health conditions/are there adjustments put in place? 

(Students suggested pre-existing conditions were not adequately accounted 

for in the paperwork). Second, anxiety can be induced in students by the 

unknown potential risk of health damage. 

 

 



Additional comments from Heather Wyman-Pain (Faculty Rep) – Heather is 

currently in discussion with the Student Union on this matter. 

 

NB: These comments have been raised to Heather over the past few years from 

various students confidentially, and informal training for some labs (both for 

research and teaching) does take place occasionally. 

 

 The health and safety fears do extend beyond CE and requests for lab based 

training so all students know best practice in the labs they are working in have 

been dismissed in the past due to a lack of people willing to run training 

sessions formally. Sadly I don't believe I have any evidence of these requests 

as I have only ever had verbal discussions myself on this topic. 

 Lab based health and safety for postgraduates who teach is believed by 

departments to be covered in the doctoral skills training session. 

Unfortunately this has to be very general, covering everything from labs in 

Biology to Architecture and Civil Engineering, which can often result in 

doctoral students who are not aware of all the hazards in the area they are 

working in. 

 There are also fears of the safety of other environments students work in, 

such as exposure to asbestos in offices, and off site working, such as attending 

conferences 

 


